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OREHE
Democracy and the Hispanic -
Tradition in Latin America
Martin C, Needler
(Univ. of New Mexico)
On the whole, the history of Latin
Amrican politics in a story of revoluti-
ons, military seizures of power, and
dictatorghip, This is often contrasted
with the history of North America and
the question is asked : why has Latin
America been marked by authoritarianism
rather than democracy 7 A explanation
frequently offered in textbooks is that
Latin American authoritarianism derives
from an authoritarian intellectual tra-

. dition and political culture bequeathed to -

the region by Spain, The argument is
that, in contrast to the Anglo-Saxon
tradition, the Spanish colonial heritage,
Catholic, militarist, and elitist, is
responsible for the authoritarianism of
recent Latin American history,

Thus there are three elements
embodied in this approach: 1) that the
heritage of colonial Spain, as contrasted
with that of colonial England, was
particularly authoritarian, 2) that this
heritage has left a residue of authorita-
rian values among contemporary Latin
Americans ; and 3) that these values
are responsible for authoritarian institu-
tions and practices, I believe that in



fact all of these assertions ars incorrect,

The first assertion, which may
reflect sixteenth-century English war
propaganda against Spain, overlooks the
religious intolerance, brutality, and
authoritarianism prevalent during the
comparable period in England, In other
words, if Spain during the colonial
period had authoritarian values, so did
the rest of Europe, The second assertion
is contradicted by opinion surveys taken
in Latin America, which show that
opinions are in fact favorable to
democracy, The third assertion is
contradicted by a logical analysis which
shows that authoritarian institutions in
Latin America do not reflect the values
of the majority, but instead the
interests of minorities trying to defend
privileged positions,

The point should also be made that
the “political culture” approach to
explaining authoritarianism is not only
factually unsound, but also has the
political tendency of obscuring the real
problems of Latin America in a

patronizing and even racist manner,
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1. Comparative Bnalyses of Latin

American Popular Poetry

Dr, Joseph M. Luyten
(Univ, of Tsukuba)

In this study, three means of Latin
American popular poetry are taken into
consideration ! Brazilian repentismo (and
its written equivalent /iteratura de
cordel), Argentinean, Uruguayan and Rio
Grande do Sul’s payade (and written
derivation poesia gauchesce) and Mexican

corrido, There are many studies of these
three expressions of popular poetry they
have rarely been compared among themse-
lves,

A1l of them have as origin the
popular ways of singing poetry from the
Iberic peninsula and, along the time,
obtained local influence and some
changes in melody as well as preference
of rhyme, rhythm and stanza formation.

In order to have a better understan-
ding of how and why popular poetry became
so important in the regional communication
systems, it is necessary to study exactly
what kind of information the early
inhabitants of Latin America received
and what kinds of social strata fixed
their residence in the New World, The
understanding of the ®love-hate”
relationship between “Criollos” and
Europeans is relevant also,

Among other sub items studies, we
present : Mexican corride influence in
neighboring countries and the Philippines,
Rio de la Platd's influence in Chile and
the Brazilian Northeastern culture
spreading west and southwards, becoming
dominant in Brazil with the exception of
Bandeirante culture (S3o Paulo) and



Gatcho culture (Rio Grande do Sul),
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