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"How Shizuo Ozawa became Mario the
Jap: Militant Ethnics and Ethnic Militancy
in Brazil"
Jeffrey Lesser (Emory University)
The Brazilian left in the post-World War
used a language and ideology of class
struggle. Thus, in spite of the large
numbers of Japanese-Brazilians, Arab-
Brazilians or Jewish-Brazilians in extreme
leftist political activity, we find no
Brazilian versions of the Black Panthers,
the Jewish Defense League or the I Wor
Kuen. That class permeated the surface
discourse of the left should not lead us to
diminish the importance of ethnic factors.
Indeed normative Brazilian ideas about
race and ethnicity, and challenges to those
dominant notions, were expressed on a
daily basis even at the most extreme ends
of the political spectrum. This paper
examines the ethnic dimensions of
membership in the armed struggle against
Brazil's military dictatorship, focusing on
the role of Brazilian Nikkei, and especially
Shizuo Ozawa (Mario the Jap) one of the
most famous guerillas of the period.
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