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Z L1127 > 72 (Chalhoub 1996: 153-154; Carvalho 1987: 95-96) . ¥ IZR°fifiF
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7289, 1904 426 A, BURFIXERO 2T RICEME * #HLT 287k
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WEBTH o720 79 VIVilEFEITSEDEME 1,502 A0 H 4t L /-
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(Summary)

The Politics of Infectious Diseases
—A Lesson from Brazil—

Shigeru SUZUKI

The COVID-19 pandemic has raised interest in the history of previous
pandemics faced by mankind. Changes in political economy and society are
generally caused by complex and multiple factors and are not so simple that
an infection can be considered the principal one. But, pandemic is not an “in-
side story” of history. It sometimes makes various problems visible that have
been invisible in society. And to ask what kind of political, economic, and
social context in will an infection “be made an issue” will provide the clue to
elucidate the meaning of the social change.

In this article, I think about the significance of the historical studies of
pandemics, picking up mainly on smallpox and yellow fever outbreaks in
Brazil from the 19th century through the beginning of the 20th century. It is
well known that a foreign infection such as smallpox had a destructive in-
fluence on indigenous society in Mexico and Peru in the 16th century. Brazil
was no exception. Jean de Lery, a French Calvinist who stayed in the fort on
Guanabara Bay in the mid-16th century, referred to a certain “heavy fever’
among the indigenous people. From the beginning of the 19th century, many
scientific missions were sent to Brazil from Europe, and we can find various

cases of pandemics in the travel books they published. Johann Baptist von
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Spix and Carl Friedrich von Martius, German zoologist and botanists who
collected specimens in the Amazon Valley, landed at Belém do Pard in the
middle of the smallpox pandemic in 1819. Paul Marcoy, a French naturalist,
who traveled to Belém from Peru along the Amazon River and its tributaries
from 1846 to 1847, found many mission villages attacked by smallpox in the
upper parts of the Amazon basin. Another naturalist in the same epoch, Hen-
ry Bates, who stayed in the Amazon Valley for eleven years from 1848, wit-
nessed a yellow fever pandemic in Belém in 1850 besides smallpox. In fact,
yellow fever entered Brazil in around 1849 for the first time through a slave
ship from Western Africa and provoked a pandemic first in Bahia, spreading
to the south and north, reaching Rio de Janeiro and Belém.

In the second half of the 19th century, as the abolition of slavery became
imminent, Brazil tried to attract European immigrants not only as a workfor-
ce to substitute black slaves but also to “whiten” the nation by “purifying”
the blood “polluted” by African descendants. But, the yellow fever was a se-
rious obstacle to immigration because Europeans believed that Caucasians
were more vulnerable to yellow fever than black people, and were fearfully
afraid of it.

So, to promote European immigration, the Brazilian government took a
racially biased hygienic policy emphasizing yellow fever more than other
infectious diseases such as smallpox that was sacrificing black people more.
The influence of pandemics on social change is not direct but is worth

studying to let potential problems appear in Brazilian history.



